
Becoming a Student of the Word 

Reading the Ingredients 
With Mike Colburn 

  

Sharpening Your                                   Skills 

 

OBSERVATION 

To inspect or to take note of Scripture; to look 
carefully, with attention to detail 

 

What is the different between observation and 
interpretation? 

 

 

 

Four Kinds of Questions 
1. Questions of                 _________      

2. Questions of                                     __ 

3. Questions of                            ______ 

4. Questions of                                  ___ 



Let’s simplify this even more: 5W’s and H 
 ____________ 

 ____________ 

 ____________ 

 ____________ 

 ____________ 

 ____________ 

 

Let’s look at Psalms 119:18 as an example.  Put your 
thinking cap on, since this will require concentration. 

 

New Living Translation Psalm 119 

    18 Open my eyes to see  
      the wonderful truths in your instructions.  
 

1.           is speaking? and to             ? 

 

 

2.              is being requested in this                   ? 

  



OBSERVING THE WORDS AND THE CONTEXT 

Let’s look at Acts 1:8 - this is one of the most 
familiar and important verses in the New Testament. 

Pat attention to each term on the page. Give your full 
attention to every word! 

1. The first word is          .  

What is significant about this word?  

Let’s go back to verse 4 and see if we can 
figure this out. 

We are listening in on 
a                                      between Jesus and 
His closest followers. 

What is being contrasted here? 

Let me remind you: never                       a 
verse from its                      .  

2. The second word is          . 

How do we know if this word is speaking of 
ONE person, TWO people, or MULTIPLE 
PEOPLE?  Is this Singular or Plural? 

3. The third word(s) are                                     . 

  



Let’s pause and summarize our observations so far: 

 

 

 

 What exactly is Jesus referring to here?  
What will they be receiving?  

 

 

4. Almost EVERY translation uses the 
word                .    

  



This would be a great opportunity to use one of the 
tools that we talked about last week, a Bible 
Dictionary. 

 Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible 

 

 

 Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible 

 

 

 The Seventh-day Adventist Bible 
Dictionary 

 

 

 

Let’s keep observing the text: 

5. At what              will they receive the power?  
(This is a great question of                                     )   

 

 

6. Look at the very next word:  The small 
connective word:          .  

 



7. Now I want you to mark two words in your 
Bible.   

 
Mark the words               and                .   
 
 

8. Now we see a transition in the text. Where will 
the apostles go when they witness?   

 ______________ 

 ______________ 

 ______________ 

 The                          part of the                  

 

Let’s take a look at where some of these places 
are located and then make an really interesting 
observation and discovery! (Pull out your 
atlas/map – See next page) 

  



 

 Locate Jerusalem. 
 Next, find Judea. 
 Now locate Samaria. 
 Where is “the remotest part of the earth?” 



What have we learned so far? 

 

A FEAST FOR THE SENSES 
1. Train yourself to see God’s Word 

with                               . 

 Read from several                                     . 

2. Pay attention to the                    in Scripture.  

3. Read with the                                                       . 

So when you search the Scriptures, pay attention to 
verbs, nouns, prepositions, adjectives, adverbs, and 
even pronouns.  



4. When we carefully study the Bible, we have the 
privilege of                                                 the text. 

5. Imagine the                          of those involved. 

 

FIVE SIGNALS TO LOOK FOR 
1. First, write the word                                on the 

thumb. 

2. On the index finger, write the word                         . 

3. On the middle finger, write the word                      .  

4. On the ring finger, write the word                .  

5. Finally, on the smallest finger, write the 
word                   .  

 



The key is observation. Just as healthy, wholesome 
cooking begins with a careful consideration of the 
ingredients, effective Bible study starts with careful 
observation. 

 Start prayerfully 

 Go slowly 

 Read carefully 

 Think deeply 

 Feel passionately 

 

I wish you the best this as you continue to pursue God 

with passion through intentionally observing His word! 

 

  



 

Reading the ingredients in a recipe is a careful process —one 
that’s critical for ensuring that a meal turns out right. 
Similarly, it’s helpful to develop your observation skills as 
you’re studying the Scriptures. Here are several exercises for 
you to try: 

1. One of the ways you can hone your general observation 
skills is by using all of your senses. Go to a familiar 
public place, such as a coffee shop, and sit there for thirty 
minutes. During that time, write down only the new 
observations you make about that place. Record 
everything you observe through your five senses (sight, 
hearing, smell, taste, and touch). What did you observe 
that you never noticed before? What did you learn about 
the power of observation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Look up John 3:16 in your own Bible. Take time to read 
all of chapter 3 to understand the context. In your journal 
or on a piece of paper, write down twenty-five 
observations from John 3:16 (similar to what we did for 
Acts 1:8). 

 

 

 

 

3. While observation begins with an individual verse, it’s 
important to observe a passage of Scripture in context. 
This skill will be useful whether you’re studying God’s 
Word on your own or preparing a lesson or sermon. 
Slowly and carefully read Philippians 4:4-9, and then 
write down twenty key observations. Take your time, 
following the instructions from this session. 

 

 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn3.16
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn3
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn3.16
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac1.8
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Php4.4-9


4. It’s important to observe the teachings of Jesus because 
they provide a foundation for our faith. One of Jesus’ 
most common teaching methods was to tell parables or 
short stories to present and explain His point. Read the 
parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37. Then 
make ten observations about what you see in this parable 
and its context. Pay close attention to what prompted 
Jesus to tell this story. 

 

 

 

 

5. The Bible is full of stories where God interacts with 
people and nations. Learning how to observe a narrative 
well is important in both studying and teaching the 
Scriptures. Carefully read the story about Daniel in the 
lions’ den in Daniel 6:1-28. Then make ten observations 
about this true account. 

 

 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk10.25-37
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Da6.1-28


6. Practice using your imagination to picture a biblical scene
in your head. Carefully read Isaiah 6:1-8, and then
describe how the seraphim might have looked. How
might Isaiah have felt? Use the five senses (sight, hearing,
smell, taste, and touch) to describe the scene. How does
creating this scene in your imagination affect your
understanding of it and your ability to communicate it?

Additional tip: Develop a marking system in your Bible for 
observing the Scriptures. For instance, you could draw a box 
around connecting words (and, but, therefore, since); 
underline promises; and write “def” in the margin when you 
come to a word that is defined in the verse (such as faith, 
which is defined in Hebrews 11:1). Write down your system 
and use it consistently when you study the Scriptures. You 
may wish to use colored pens to mark words and/or verses in 
your Bible. Colors can help you emphasize certain words you 
want to remember. For example, you might want to 
underscore important commands in red or circle prominent 
names in blue or highlight significant questions in yellow. 
The possibilities are endless. Just remember to be consistent 
with your system. 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Is6.1-8
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Heb11.1
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